General Information

How to Study for Science Quizzes and Tests
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Format of tests and quizzes

· Tests will consist of 40 - 50 questions.  They are mixed format and will contain a combination of multiple choice questions, completion (fill-in-the-blank) questions, true-false questions, short answer questions (keep these answers short, no essay responses, many can be answered in just a few words) and answering questions about graphs or diagrams.  Tests count as 3 grades and will be given on Thursdays.

· Chapter Quizzes are similar to tests but will cover less material and usually have around 25 – 30 questions and usually do not contain short answer type questions.  Concept quizzes count as 2 grades and will be given any day of the week.

· Vocabulary Quizzes or quizzes on one specific topic (for ex. SI units) will count as one grade and will be given any day of the week.  

· Pop Quizzes will be given if students are not paying attention or doing the work and will count as one grade.  

Studying for Vocabulary Quizzes
· It is very important to know the definitions of the vocabulary terms in your textbook.  If you do not understand the terms, it makes it very difficult to understand the concepts.

· The words for each chapter are listed on the Study Guide page found at the end of each chapter (p. 28 for Ch. 1).  
· It is recommended that you write the words and definitions on index cards and use these as flash cards to help you study.
· Be sure to quiz yourself or have someone else quiz you, because often some of the terms appear to be similar, but you will need to be able to know each one and distinguish them.  

Understanding Concepts

· It is very important that you do the assigned reading each night – do not just look for the answers to fill in the workbook pages.  Even though we go over the material in class, reading the textbook will help you better understand the concepts.  
· Review the PowerPoints discussed in class each day.
· The tests require that you understand the material – if you try to memorize facts without understanding them, you will have a difficult time. 
· Try to explain a concept to a friend or parent – or even out loud to yourself - to see if you really understand it.

· Keep up with the work, pay attention in class, and make sure you understand as we go.  Do not try to learn the entire chapter the night before the test.  If you keep up with the work and understand the material, you should simply need to review the night before the test.
How to Study for Chapter Tests and Quizzes
· Review vocabulary terms (see above for advice on studying vocabulary).
· Use the test guide that you will be given for each chapter.  The guide lists questions that address the key concepts in the chapter.  You should be able to answer and understand all of the concepts listed.  It is most helpful to prepare a study guide for yourself using these questions.  Try to explain the answers to someone else.
· Read the chapter summaries in the workbook (IPC classes) or in the handouts (ES classes) – it is helpful to highlight key points.
· Practice doing the problems – it may be helpful to re-work some on the worksheet or textbook problems, especially if you had difficulty the first time (IPC classes only)
· Review the PowerPoints, your class notes, and any handouts.
· Review your homework assignments (some test questions may be similar to questions found in the workbook pages or textbook assessment questions)
· Re-read any sections of the chapters that you did not understand the first time.
· For students having difficulty, it helps to make outlines of the chapters – use the section headings as the main sections of your outline
· IPC classes only:  Test yourself using the online assessment test (see back of page for instructions).
Online self-assessment test - for IPC classes only
A self-assessment test is available online for each chapter in the Physical Science book.  You can take these tests and see immediately how well you score, and if you don’t score well you will know which areas to focus on in your studying.

· On my homework page, click on the IPC textbook link or go to  http://www.phschool.com/webcodes10/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.gotoWebCode&wcprefix=cck&wcsuffix=0001
· Click on the chapter number.

· Click on self-assessment.

· Answer questions, and then click on Score My Test.  Repeat if necessary.

Getting help

· Ask questions in class if you don’t understand something.

· It’s a good idea to start studying ahead of time so that you can come to class the day before the test and ask questions.  Make a list of specific questions to ask of things you do not understand.

· You may email me if you have short, specific questions – but don’t wait until late the night before the test.

· Make arrangements for extra help.  I will be available for group help at least once a week, usually during PE or lunch (times to be announced).  If you need additional one-on-one help, see me about setting up a private tutoring session(s).
Warning:  The material becomes more difficult as we work through the chapters, especially for Chemistry, because the later chapters build on knowledge from the earlier chapters.  You will have a very difficult time if you do not keep up with the work!
