General notes 


Science in the News

[image: image1.wmf]New information is always being learned in many different areas of science.  So that we can learn about the new findings and explore different areas of science, each student will prepare and present one science news report each semester. You will need to find an article, write a report, and present it to the class on the Friday that you are scheduled (see the back of this page or the teacher’s website). It is up to you to remember your date.  Do not wait until the night before to find your article and write the report. These reports will count as TWO grades – you will receive two zeroes if you do not turn in your report!
Finding an article 

· The article can be on any area of science.  Choose an article that describes new scientific knowledge rather than a new technology.  Find something that interests you.
· The article must have been published in the past three months.
· You should be able to understand the topic and answer questions on it.  If you do not understand the article, find something else.
· If you are unsure if an article is appropriate, check with me first.


· You may clip articles from a newspaper or you may choose from an article from the Internet. Be very careful, especially when choosing an article from the internet, that your source is reliable and the information is trustworthy (anyone can put information on a web page - avoid blogs). Reliable sources for science news articles include The Houston Chronicle, The New York Times, CNN, BBC, Yahoo Science, AP, and Reuters.  Links to some good sites may be found on the teacher’s web page. 
· You should have your article at least one week before your report is due.
Writing your report
· The report must be written in your own words.  
· The report should be about 1 typed page (Arial, font 11, double-spaced)

· The report should be broken into 5 paragraphs (each needs to be only a few sentences long), following the general steps of the scientific method. Include answers to the following questions.  


1. What is the question/problem posed by this article or study? 
2. What was known (briefly) before this article?  Give a little background on the topic.

3. What new information is presented in this article and how was this new information learned? (this will probably be the longest paragraph)
4. What are the conclusions or significance of the results presented in the article?

5. Why do you think this information important or interesting?  

Bonus:  Include questions for class discussion.  The best questions are ones that ask for student’s opinions about the topic or article.  This is optional.
· You must turn in the original news article(s) with your report.

· You may bring illustrations if it will make your report more understandable or interesting to the class.

Presenting your report
· Your report should take about 5 minutes to present, and then there will be time for questions and discussion.  
· Speak clearly so that everyone can understand you.
· You may wish to practice at home.

Grading

	
	Possible Points
	Actual Points

	Report – follows format, clearly written, proper spelling and grammar, written in your own words, includes your opinion of topic/article
	60
	

	Presentation – clearly and professionally presented, able to answer questions
	20
	

	Original article included with report
	20
	

	Bonus questions – optional, may include up to 3 questions, best questions ask for opinions and generate discussion, usually best with more controversial topics
	1-2 points per question (maximum 6 points)
	

	Comments:




Schedule - Fall 2008
Note:  Although several students will present on each of the dates listed below, each student will find an article, write a report, and present it independently – you are not working together on this.  However, you may wish to ask other students presenting the same day you are what their topic is, so that we don’t end up with three reports on the same topic.
	Date
	4th - Goldburg
	5th - Bryan
	6th - Hinrichs 
	7th - Cone

	Sept. 26
	Zoe Baur 

Isobel David
Brett Davidoff

Ronnie Ellison

Adam Gollomp
	Rebecca Altman
Alex Bucheler

Devin Dersone
	Amanda Calhoun
Yonatan Dror

Emily Gilbreth

Michael Hsu

Fabio Iocaovazza
	Alice Allen
Nate Bachtel

Josh Barnhill

Allie Baumgarten

Devin Bear

	Oct. 17
	Kallie Green
Brittany Hammond

Jacqueline Lacoff Evelyn Markham
	Joseph Kisluk
Neal Kosten

John Murdock


	Jake Jares
Kendyll Kessler

Amy Lee-Suits

Mark Milholland Dyllan Miller
	Sami Bissonnet

Taylor Bookstaff

Natalie Cohen 

Yoni Cohen 
Brendan Ehrenstrom

	Nov. 14
	Matthew Richards Matt Roberson
Jacob Roman

Myles Shaw


	Sarah Rowden

Tia Thomas Michelle Varon


	Joe Patterson
Rosemary Proll-Clark

Paige Redd

Grace Roberts


	Alexander Franshaw

Avery Hastings

Molly Hudnall

Leslie Hutchins

Nils Krahe 

	Dec. 5
	Krista Sternes Calynne Thomas
Jordann Tiras

Nicky Tribble
	Anna Walker

Lewis Weiss
	Matthew Schaefer

Madison Skoller

Danielle Tobias

Jonathan Vincent
	Stephen McWilliams Nicholas Moll

Ryan Montgomery

Michael Wallace


