General Information 


8th Grade Science
Teacher:  Dr. Herrmann


 


Email:  cherrmann@trafton.org
EXPECTATIONS 
1.  
Come to class prepared – Bring your supplies every day and completed assignments on the due date – you will lose points for not having supplies or assignments when class begins
· science binder

· textbook
· workbook
· black pen
· red checking pen
· pencil
· paper 
· calculator (IPC classes only)

· assignments
2.  
Be organized – Keep papers in their proper binder sections, so that they will be easier to find and you will be less likely to lose them.  Be especially careful with tests because you will need them when it is time to study for mid-term and final exams.

Binder sections:

· General Information – notes like this, usually on colored paper; KEEP ALL YEAR.

· Notes – handouts of PowerPoint slides and notes you take during class - may be removed after the mid-term (KEEP Chapter 1 notes and handouts all year)
· Worksheets and Homework (WS and HW)– work that you do in class or for homework that is not in the workbook - may be removed after mid-term
· Tests & Quizzes – may be removed after the mid-term exam (KEEP Ch. 1 test all year)
· Labs – Handouts and notes from labs

· Science Fair (IPC only) – all information and forms for Science Fair; may be removed in late January but do not discard if advancing to the Houston Science Fair 
· Miscellaneous – Papers that don’t fit into the other categories
3.  Work efficiently
· Enter the classroom quietly and immediately take your seat.  

· Copy down the homework assignment.  

· Have homework and red pen out and ready to check.

· If there is time at the end of class, start homework assignment.  Do not waste your time. 
· Do not pack up until you are told to do so. You will be dismissed by the teacher NOT the bell.
4.  Pay attention during class 

· Listen to the teacher or your classmates when they are speaking. Do not work on other assignments.

· Be respectful and considerate of others.  Do not be disruptive (and have to be sent out)

5.  Do your work and study for quizzes and tests

· Do all the reading assignments.

· Keep up with the work.  We will move quickly and cover most of the material in the book.
· Make sure you understand what you are reading – the tests will require that you understand, not simply memorize the material.

6.  Ask for help if you don’t understand something.

· Ask questions during class.

· Email the teacher (before 9 pm).
· Make arrangements for extra help, if needed.

7.  THINK, be creative, and have fun.
Assignments and Grading
_______________________________________________________________________
Homework 

· Counts as one grade

· Will be assigned daily Monday through Thursday (occasionally on Fridays).  

· Assignment will be written on the board and homework assignments for the week will be posted on the Trafton website.  Plan ahead if necessary.
· Late work will have grades lowered according to Trafton grading policy.

· If you are absent, you can get the homework assignment by checking the Trafton website, calling a friend, or emailing the teacher.  Take your books home every day or have someone bring them to you.  An absence does NOT excuse you from homework.
· In case of emergency or illness, have parent send a note or email.

Tests and Quizzes
· Science tests are given on Thursdays.  Quizzes may be given any day of the week.

· Tests will be announced at least one week ahead of time.  Quizzes will usually be announced, but not always.

· Tests count as three grades.  Quizzes will count as either one or two grades depending on content.
· Cheating will not be tolerated!  Avoid even the appearance of cheating–keep your eyes on your paper.  Anyone caught cheating will receive a zero and a conduct grade of “N” or lower.

Workbooks, Binders, and Lab Notebooks

· Will be collected and graded periodically and checked for completeness and organization.  

· Collection dates will be announced ahead of time

· Keep these organized, neat, and up to date.

Late and missed assignments
· Turn in all assignments.  Zeroes in the grade book will significantly bring down your average.

· Even if you were absent, the work must be made up and turned in as soon as possible.

· It is your responsibility to find out what work you missed and obtain missed handouts from the teacher.

· Almost the only way to fail this class is by not doing and turning in your work.

Preparation grade

· At the end of each term, you will receive a preparation grade. Everyone starts with a 100.  For each time you are missing a necessary item (book, pen, etc.), one point will be deducted.

Labs
· Labs will be graded.  Make sure the labs are complete and turned in on the due date
· Lab grades include how well you worked, followed instructions, and cleaned up.  Make sure all group members are doing their jobs.

Monday puzzle

· The group that wins the Monday puzzle competition for the term will receive an extra daily grade of 100.

REMEMBER:  Your first semester grades will be used in evaluating your high school applications. It is very important that you turn in all of your assignments on time.

