Parent Note 2010


8th Grade Science – Note to Parents
Dear Parents,

I am very pleased and excited to have the opportunity to work with your sons and daughters this year.  I hope that they will find science to be fun, interesting, relevant, and challenging.  They will gain not only knowledge about the natural world, but also about the process of science and how scientific knowledge is acquired.  Through this course, they will learn valuable problem solving and logical and critical thinking skills. 

My goal is to have all my students succeed in science.  They will need to keep up with their assignments and ask questions if they do not understand.  I am here to help them if they need assistance, and they may come in to see me during extra help sessions or contact me by email.  
I encourage you to be informed about what is going on in the science classroom.  Below you will find additional information about the course.  A good way to stay informed throughout the year is to make use of my homework page that can be accessed through the Trafton Academy website.  I post the homework assignments for the week on Mondays, so that students with busy extracurricular schedules can work ahead, if necessary.  I also post the dates of upcoming quizzes, tests, and other deadlines.  There are also links to informational material, including a copy of this handout, tips on studying for science tests, and information about science fair projects.  There are also links to science-related websites that may be of interest to you and your student.  Finally, I include photos of lab activities, so that you can see some of what is happening in science.
If you have any questions about the work in science or if you have any concerns about your student’s progress during the year, please contact me.  It is easiest to reach me by email at cherrmann@trafton.org (note: herrmann is spelled with 2 “r”s and 2 “n”s - otherwise your email will not reach me).  You may also phone the school office, but you will usually receive a faster response by email.  
I am looking forward to working with you to help your son or daughter succeed in science.

Sincerely,

Christine Herrmann, Ph.D.

______________________________________________________________________________

Teacher Background 
· Sixth year at Trafton Academy

· Major in Biology, minor in Chemistry, Ph.D. in Microbiology
· Assistant professor at Baylor College of Medicine for 10 years
· Certificate in secondary education from Texas A&M and Baylor College of Medicine
· Two daughters who have graduated from Trafton Academy; one currently attends St. Agnes Academy and one is currently at the University of Texas at Austin  

Homework 

· Usually involves reading a section of a chapter and completing workbook pages

· Will be assigned daily Monday through Thursday (sometimes on Fridays) 

· Assignments will be written on the board and posted on the Trafton website

· Late work will have points deducted according to the Trafton grading policy
· If a student is absent, the student is responsible for finding out what work was missed and making up the work.  The work is due when the student returns, unless there is note or email from the parent stating when the work will be completed. 

Tests and Quizzes

· Science tests are given on Thursdays.  Tests will be announced at least one week ahead of time.  Upcoming quizzes and tests are posted on the teacher’s website.

· Tests count as three grades.  Quizzes will count as either one or two grades.

· Students will be given study guides before major tests and quizzes. Tests require an understanding of concepts, not simply a memorization of facts. 
· Tests must be made up as soon as possible if the student was absent on the test day.  If a student will be out of town on a test date, students should take the test before they leave, if at all possible.

Labs

· On average, at least one lab will be done per chapter.  Lab work will be recorded in a lab notebook and graded.

· Students must maintain good conduct and follow directions in order to be allowed to perform labs.

Science Fair  

· All honors students are required to do a Science Fair project.  Any on-level students wishing to do a Science Fair project should discuss their project ideas with the teacher.
· A list of requirements and deadlines will go home in a packet in early September and will be posted on the teacher’s web page.  There are some differences from last year, so check the informational packet and website for details.

· Encourage your student to choose a topic on something in science that interests them.

· Projects will be due on January 24, 2011.  

“Science in the News” reports  

· In the spring semester, each student will prepare a report on a current event article in any area of science.  Reports will be presented to the class on selected Fridays. 

· The schedule and instructions will be posted on the teacher’s page of the Trafton web site. 

Helping your student
· Check the teacher’s page of the Trafton website periodically to stay up-to-date on assignments, deadlines, and activities.

· Encourage and show interest in your student’s work.  

· Work with your student, if needed, before quizzes and tests, to see if they know the vocabulary terms and can explain concepts to you.

· Contact me if you have any concerns or questions.  We can help your son or daughter best by working together.
Course Descriptions
Integrated Physics and Chemistry (IPC) – Honors level
IPC is a ninth grade-level class.  After completion of this course, students usually move directly into Biology in the first year of high school.  Topics covered include the structure of atoms, structure and properties of matter, chemical reactions, acids and bases, motion, forces, energy, light, sound, and electromagnetism.  We will study chemistry in the fall term and physics in the spring.  The course involves some algebra and is challenging for some students.  It is very important to stay up with the reading and coursework, especially for the chemistry portion, which builds on concepts learned in previous chapters.  Encourage your student to seek help early on if they are having trouble.

Earth Science – On-Level

In the fall semester, we will study geology and cover topics including the structure and composition of the Earth, plate tectonics, volcanoes, earthquakes, and forces that change the surface of the Earth. In the spring semester, we will be learning about Earth's history (how Earth has changed over time), oceanography (the study of Earth’s waters), meteorology (the study of Earth’s atmosphere, weather, and climate), and space science (the study of the sun, moon, planets, stars, and galaxies).
